Cleavage of the third component of complement (C3) by mannose-binding protein-associated serine protease (MASP) with subsequent complement activation.
We have previously shown that a novel C1s-like serine protease termed MBP-associated serine protease (MASP) is responsible for activation of the complement cascade initiated by mannose-binding protein (MBP). In this communication, we report that MASP is unique in having the proteolytic capacity to cleave C3 with subsequent activation of the alternative pathway, a capacity which C1s lacks.